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and most of it arrived too late to take part in the battle,
which, though very short, was the bloodiest that had taken
place in Italy for two centuries. The Italians were entirely
routed, and lost 3,000 men, including their second-in-com-
mand, Rodolfo Gonzaga, imcls of the Marquis of Mantua;
the French only lost, Commines says, about a hundred men,
but tli3 Italian writers say a thousand. Charles showed much
personal courage, and much bad generalship; nevertheless,
the French army succeeded in driving their opponents off
the field, and continued thsir march towards Asti, though
their long line of baggage, impeded by the difficulties of the
mountains, for the most part fell a prey to the enemy; so
that both sides claimed ths victory. Charles reached Asti on
the r 5th July, and remained there until October, when he
returned to France. Th3 King of Naples soon after regained
Naples; and the sole results to Charles VIII of his expedition
were the debts he had incurred to meet its expenses.

Th3 superior power possessed by the new engine in war
which was wielded by Charles VIII so inefficiently was very
clearly shown at Fornovo.5 At that battle the allies had
40,000 men, Charles only 9,000. The latter fought under
every disadvantage; they were weakened by disease, "weary
with long marches, insufficient food, and bad quarters," and
had to fight as they emerged from the difficulties of a moun-
tain pass, proverbially the position in which a force finds it
hardest to bring up its full strength. On the oth3r hand, their
opponents were "fresh and well cared for," 6 and awaited the
French on the banks of a river, the passage of which the
latter had to force. Nevertheless, as the result of the attack
which the French delivered, the Italian force "suffered so
severely that, though they still far outnumbered the French,
no persuasion could make them rally and renew the fight."
Charles's army, though less than a quarter the numerical
strength of their foes, badly commanded, and fighting under
every disadvantage, beat back their enemy, forced the passage
of the Taro, broke through the cordon drawn between them